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in any spiritual effort, no less than in any secular^
cannot be ignored. Though., in fact, it is not the
human individual, but the supreme Shakti herself
who has always done and is always doing every bit
of upward climbing for her creatures., yet nothing
proves wholly effective in the process of evolution
unless and until a conscious co-operation is given to
her in the spirit of a complete surrender to her Will,
so that she may perfect the instrument and divinise
it. This is how Nature goes on fulfilling the purpose
of the Mother both in the individual and in the col-
lectivity. And when there is opposition from the earth
due to its unwillingness to change. Nature renews
her effort with greater vehemence, hastening thereby
the revelation to man of the luminous world of the
heavenly Light. Man grows nearer to this Light as his
seeking after it becomes more and more intense. And
the urge to renew this quest comes to him so often
from the conflicts, whether inner or outer, which are
like the friction in the Vedic image of two pieces of
sacrificial wood, out of which eaps forth the flame, the
flame of man's aspiration towards the Light. The flame
represents the Divine's Will in man, the Will of the
Mother-Power^ to uplift him to his highest spiritual
perfection. The Sempiternal Fire from above leans
down to embrace its own spark in man when it darts
upward to find its fulfilment in its supreme Source,
This is the Mother's way of reclaiming her lost
children of the earth. This is how she prepares them
for the peace and freedom of a divine existence.